Should Primates Have Legal Rights?
Introduction

Hannah Barten and Zhimin Chen

With spoken languages, diverse cultures, and various religions,
humans are said to be in the highest position of all the living
creatures in the world. Laws are created to protect human rights
and to enhance the tranquility of the society. The abilities to
speak, to communicate with others, to learn new things, and to
express ideas, make up humans. Nevertheless, humans, being
one of the five great primates, are not the only living creatures on
the Earth capable of doing these things. The other four great
primates, namely the great apes, orangutan, gorilla, chimpanzee,
bonobo also have similar capabilities (Great Ape). With Spain
passing a law giving the great apes certain human rights, the
primate rights issue emerges on the international table (Abend;
Catan). Should primates have legal rights? The answer is
controversial; however, the supporting points are more
convincing in terms of opposing views.

Great Ape Protection
The Great Ape Protection Organization (GAP) was created in 1944 as a
means for keeping Great Apes safe from invasive laboratory testing’s. The
GAP not only protects Great Apes from experimentation, but GAP’s main
reason for existing is to defend the rights of the other four great primates:
chimpanzees, gorillas, orangutans and bonobos. The entire organization was
inspired by the ideas of two distinct men and a few select renowned
specialists; Paola Cavalieri and Peter Singer with the contributions of Jane
Goodall. Cavalieri and Singer are considered the fathers of the animal
defense and animal rights movement in the world. The right to life, freedom,
and prohibition of torture are what are considered to be the three basic
relations between humans and the other four great primates. The right to life
means that great primates cannot be killed unless under certain
circumstances, for example self defense. Individual freedom protection can
be compared to our freedom in the United States; we have the freedom to do
what we please in our country and they should have the freedom they want in
their own habitat. Lastly, prohibition of torture, intentional inflection of any
type of pain weather it is physical or psychological, with no reason or not
being beneficial to the individual is considered torture and is an offense in
which the individual must be protected. In consideration, we are part of the
five great apes, Exploitation of great primates in laboratories, circuses,
entertainment shows, and zoos should be considered as a type of slavery to
our own kind; reminding mankind of what we used to partake in with people
who were a little bit different than us. The goals of GAP can be put into a
few simple words, treat others the way you want to be treated, no matter
what the individual may look like, and no matter how similar their DNA may
be to you any creature should be treated with respect and able to be free
(Great Ape Protection).

Abstract
A primate having legal rights is a controversial topic these days.
Many other countries around the world support the idea of great apes
having legal rights, because we for one are one of the five great
primates. Others do not support this trending topic as much as others.
These types of people believe that great apes such as chimpanzees
are superb testing animals for medical purposes, because of the fact
that they are closely related to mankind. Organizations such as Great
Ape Protection, work towards protecting the rights of these great
apes since they cannot speak for themselves. In many other countries,
the legal rights of great apes are already official, although here in the
United States people are still debating on this sensitive topic. Here
we are presenting both arguments toward great apes able to have
legal rights.

Counter-argument and Rebuttal
Discussion and Analysis
Although humans and great apes do not have many similarities
in appearances, the close relationship is interpreted in genes.
Not only did humans and great apes share common ancestors
millions years ago, but also similar genomes are found in both.
Morris Goodman, a biologist form Wayne State University in
Detroit, says that humans and chimpanzees are the closest
among the great primates in the fact which 99.4% of DNA are
identical. It is also a surprise to know that a man and a
chimpanzee can have blood transfusions for each other (Great
Ape). Without a doubt, humans and great apes are closely
related in scientific interpretation.

In addition to genetic relationship, great apes have mental
abilities. Chantek, an orangutan at Atlanta zoo, learns sign
language to communicate with humans (Great Ape). Koko, a
female gorilla, not only learns sign language, but also scores
71-91.7 on several human I.Q. tests (Doerr 43). Kanzi, a
female bonobo who was raised at Georgia University’s
language research center, understands 5,000 English spoken
words (Great Ape). Although they do not have their own
language, they are capable of learning sign language or even
understanding human spoken language. They can learn
things like humans. In a Japanese research center, a female
chimpanzee is good at putting and recognizing numbers in
order; she can score 90% on tests of memorizing number
sequences (Great Ape). The great apes are gifted with high
intelligence; they are able to express their wills or to tell
their wants (Great Ape). They are smart and clever.
Furthermore, great apes behave like humans. They live in
groups or small communities in the wild; they walk with
two feet; they have facial expressions, etc. They have
feelings such as curiosity, jealousy, and depression, says
Marta Tafalla who is a law professor specializing in animal
rights at Barcelona’s Autonomous University (Abend).
Moreover, in “Ape and Essence”, Edd Doerr states, “They,
like us, can make and use shelters and tools, tie knots, and
recognize themselves in mirrors . . . They can make jokes
and puns, lie and deceive, insult, and teach language to
younger apes. They can use language to express emotions
and to show that they have at least some comprehension of
past and future” (43). These behavioral similarities do not
exist randomly. They are not found in any other species;
they are unique to the great primates. This further explains
the relationship between humans and the great apes.

Not all of the people support granting rights to primates;
for instance, in the United States, some scientists doing
researches on chimpanzees concern the outcome of such a
law which will ban use of chimpanzees in laboratories.
Carrie Wolinetz from Federation of American Societies for
Experimental Biology claims that animals together with
chimpanzees are indispensable in medical research
(Munro). Apparently, animals play a significant role in the
laboratories. Since chimpanzees have the closest genetic
relationship with humans, they are crucial in medical
research. However, “they have proved poor models for
research on human diseases and demand for them as test
subjects has dwindled” (Lange). Chimpanzees together
with the other three great apes are extremely similar to
humans, and they are not as much important as in labs any
more; they should be freed and protected by giving them
rights to enjoy their lives.

Conclusion
From genetic relationship to mental abilities, from mental abilities to
behavioral similarities, the great apes are undoubtedly the closest living
creatures with humans. They have so much in common with humans.
They are intelligent, they can learn, they can communicate with
humans, and they can express their wills. They have behaviors similar
to humans; they have curiosity, they feel depressed, and they tell lies.
These marvelous connections can not be ignored. All the great primates,
including bonobos, chimpanzees, gorillas, humans, and orangutans,
should share the most basic legal rights. Indeed, the great apes should
be granted legal rights.
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